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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This office action is made in response to applicant's amendment/argument filed 
on 09/23/2005. Independent claims 1, 20, 32, 34, 39 and 43 are amended, claims 6, 15 
and 55 are cancelled, and claims 32-38 are allowed. Thus, claims 1-5, 7-14, 16-31 and 
39-54 are currently pending in the application. Applicant's arguments, see pages 13-17, 
with respect to the rejections of claims 1-5, 7-14, 16-31 and 39-54 under the statutory 
basis for the previous rejection have been fully considered and are not persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been maintained. Applicant's amendment with respect to 
the independent claims 1 , 20, 39 and 43 necessitated the new grounds of rejection 
presented in this Office action. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on 09/23/2005 disclaiming the terminal portion of 
any patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of 
10/075,520 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been 
recorded. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The Information disclosure statement (IDS) filed 09/23/2005 and 1 0/27/2005 
which has been placed in the application file, the information referred to therein has 
been considered as to the merits. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-5, 7-14, 16-19 and 39-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Dowling et al (the IDS cited, US 6,888,322) hereinafter Dowling, 

6. As to claim 1 . Dowling teaches a connputer system, said computer system 
comprising: 

a housing [an enclosure 202, fig. 2] for enclosing various components of the 
computer system [a computer (200), fig. 2] [the enclosure could enclose for any type of 
device such as a desktop computer, mouse, keyboard, printer, and speakers, see col. 3, 
lines 1-10]; 

a microprocessor disposed inside said housing and configured to control 
operation of said computer system, said microprocessor producing or receiving 
monitored events while controlling operation of said computer system [the circuitry or 
microprocessor may include a controller 302 to provide one or more control signals 304 
based at least in part on one or more input signals 306A, 306B, 306C, and 306D from 
the enclosed device or more other devices, see col. 3, lines 55-58]; 
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a data storage device disposed inside said housing [the enclosure could enclose 
for any type of device such as a disk drive, see col. 3, lines 1-5. The generator may be a 
processor that selects lighting control signals from an associated memory, see col. 5, 
lines 39-40]; 

a light system disposed inside said housing and providing a dynamic light effect 
based on the monitored events [the LEDs, other lighting systems, are disposed within 
the enclosure, see col. 3, lines 41-43], said dynamic effect significantly altering the 
surface appearance of said housing such that a significant portion of said housing itself 
[light traveling along the surface or through the material will be reflected off of or out of 
the material by imperfections in the material, see col. 3, lines 25-27] and not said light 
system provides visual indication of the monitored events [the light system may include 
two or more LEDs of different colors, wherein at least one of the LEDs is controlled 
through the control signal In such a way as to change color of the emitted light from the 
light system, see col. 51-54. These imperfections can be introduced deliberately or 
through inherent properties of the material. Making patterns of imperfections on or in the 
material can create surface lighting effects. The imperfections can be applied to the 
entire surface of the provide a glowing surface, col. 3, lines 27-33]. 
7. As to claim 10 , Dowling teaches a method for illuminating a housing of a general 
purpose computer system, said method comprising: 

providing a housing [an enclosure 202, fig. 2] for enclosing a device of the 
general purpose computer system [a computer (200), fig. 2] [the enclosure could 
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enclose for any type of device such as a desl<top connputer, mouse, keyboard, printer, 
and speal<ers, see col. 3, lines 1-10]; 

monitoring computer system events [the illumination system can be controlled 
with a microprocessor or with passive circuitry, col. 3, lines 49-50]; 

emitting light In accordance with the computer system events, the light being 
directed towards the housing [the light system may include two or more LEDs of 
different colors, wherein at least one of the LEDs is controlled through the control signal 
in such a way as to change color of the emitted light from the light system, see col. 51- 
54] via a light system disposed inside the housing [the LEDs, other lighting systems, are 
disposed within the enclosure, see col. 3, lines 41-43]; 

illuminating at least a significant portion of the housing of the general purpose 
computer system with the emitted light [the system includes an illumination device 204 
that is arranged to illuminate the enclosure or some portion thereof, col. 3, lines 46-48], 
the illumination colorizing or pattemizing the surface appearance of the significant 
portion of the housing [one embodiment of the invention would be use the color 
changing or lighted enclosure as a computer enclosure or a portion of the computer 
enclosure, col. 4, lines 4-6] such that the significant portion of the housing itself and not 
the light system provides visual indication of the monitored system events [These 
imperfections can be introduced deliberately or through inherent properties of the 
material. Making patterns of imperfections on or in the material can create surface 
lighting effects. The Imperfections can be applied to the entire surface of the provide a 
glowing surface, col. 3, lines 27-33]. 
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8. As to claims 2, 1 3, Dowling teaclies tliese imperfections can be introduced 
deliberately or through inherent properties of the material. Making patterns of 
imperfections on or in the material can create surface lighting effects. The imperfections 
can be applied to the entire surface of the provide a glowing surface, col. 3, lines 27-33. 

9. As to claims 3, 1 1 , 12, Dowling teaches the enclosure could enclose for any type 
of device such as a desktop computer, mouse, keyboard, printer, and speakers, see col. 
3, lines 1-10]. 

1 0. As to claim 4, Dowling teaches the circuitry or microprocessor may include a 
controller 302 to provide one or more control signals 304 based at least in part on one 
or more input signals 306A, 306B, 306C, and 306D from the enclosed device or more 
other devices, see col. 3, lines 55-58. 

11. As to claim 5, Dowling teaches wherein the light elements are Light Emitting 
Diodes (LEDs) [the light system may include two or more LEDs, col. 5, lines 51-52]. 

12. As to claims 7-9, 14, Dowling teaches wherein the monitored events comprise 
computer status conditions, wherein the computer status conditions include at least 
device status conditions or program status conditions, wherein the monitored events 
comprise internal computer status conditions or external status conditions [the color 
changing effects could be controlled through the controlled to correlate or respond to 
signals generated within the enclosed computer, from a computer network, or other 
device. The enclosure may also change color on demand through external switching or 
transducers or could be controlled internal to the computer by user controlled software 
or hardware, col. 4, lines 6-13]. 
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1 3. As to claim 1 6, Dowling teaches wherein the computer system events are chosen 
from network connectivity [the color changing effects could be controlled through the 
controlled to con^elate or respond to signals generated within the enclosed computer, 
from a computer network, col. 4, lines 6-9]. 

14. As to claim 1 7, Dowling teaches wherein the computer system events comprise 
the state of microprocessor which are chosen from the group consisting of: on [the 
circuitry or microprocessor may include a controller 302 to provide one or more control 
signals 304 based at least in part on one or more input signals 306A, 306B, 306C, and 
306D from the enclosed device or more other devices, see col. 3, lines 55-58]. 

1 5. As to claim 1 8, Dowling teaches wherein the computer system events comprise 
the program status events which are chosen from the group consisting of: new 
electronic mail, awaiting input [the computer could change colors as the result of 
computer receiving email or other information, or could change color with regard to 
system activity, for instance a busy computer could be red while a ready computer are 
was green, see col. 4, lines 13-17]. 

1 6. As to claim 1 9, Dowling teaches wherein the general purpose computer system 
is a desktop computer [the enclosure could enclose for any type of device such as a 
desktop computer, mouse, keyboard, printer, and speakers, see col. 3, lines 1-10]. 

17. As to claim 39 . Dowling teaches a method for controlling light elements provided 
internal to a housing that encloses computer system hardware, said method comprising 
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monitoring the computer system components to obtain status information [a color 
changing effects could be controlled through the controller to correlate or respond to 
signals generated within the enclosed computer, col. 4,lines 6-9]; 

determining illumination characteristics for the housing based on the status 
information and predetermined configuration information [the system could also be 
programmed with patterns or schemes for regularly changing colors and any of the 
characteristics of those patterns, col. 4, lines 65-67]; 

determining driving signals for the internal signals light elements in accordance 
with the illumination characteristics [the circuitry or microprocessor may include a 
controller 302 to provide one or more control signals 304 based at least in part on one 
or more input signals 306A, 306B, 306C, and 306D from the enclosed device or more 
other devices, see col. 3, lines 55-58]; 

controlling the internal light elements using the driving signals, the internal light 
elements illuminating the housing when operational, the illumination significantly altering 
the surface appearance of the housing such that a significant portion of the housing 
itself and not internal light elements provides visual indication of the status information 
of the monitored computer system components [light traveling along the surface or 
through the material will be reflected off of or out of the material by imperfections in the 
material, see col. 3, lines 25-27. The light system may include two or more LEDs of 
different colors, wherein at least one of the LEDs is controlled through the control signal 
in such a way as to change color of the emitted light from the light system, see col. 51- 
54. These imperfections can be introduced deliberately or through inherent properties of 
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the material. Making patterns of imperfections on or in the material can create surface 
lighting effects. The imperfections can be applied to the entire surface of the provide a 
glowing surface, col. 3, lines 27-33]. 

1 8. As to claim 40, Dowling teaches wherein each of the light elements comprises a 
LED [the light system may include two or more LEDs, col. 5, lines 51-52]. 

1 9. As to claim 41 , Dowling teaches wherein the computer system hardware forms a 
general purpose computer [any other type of computer such as the computer system, 
col. 3, lines 3-5]. 

20. As to claim 42, Dowling teaches wherein the predetermined configuration 
infornfiation is provided by user settings [the light system may be responding to financial 
data and a user interface may be used to adjust the settings of the illumination, see col. 
5, lines 27-29]. 

21 . As to claim 43 . Dowling teaches a computer system having computer devices, 
said computer device including a computer component for performing an operation 
associated with said computer system, said computer system comprising: 

an illuminable housing [the illumination device 204, fig. 2, col. 3, line 47] that 
encloses said computer component [the enclosure could enclose for any type of device 
such as a desktop computer, mouse, keyboard, printer, and speakers, see col. 3, lines 
1-10]; 

an event monitor configured to track a computer event associated with said 
computer system [a color changing effects could be controlled through the controller to 
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correlate or respond to signals generated within the enclosed computer, col. 4,lines 6- 
9]: 

a light effect manager operatively coupled to said event monitor, said light effect 
manager being configured to generate light control signals when said computer event is 
executed by said computer system [the circuitry or microprocessor may include a 
controller 302 to provide one or more control signals 304 based at least in part on one 
or more input signals 306A, 306B, 306C, and 306D from the enclosed device or more 
other devices, see fig. 3, col. 3, lines 55-58]; 

a light arrangement [the illumination device 204, fig. 2] operatively coupled to 
said light effecter manager and disposed in said housing, said light arrangement being 
configured to illuminated said illuminable housing in accordance with light control 
signals associated with said computer event [the LEDs can be arranged to edge light 
the enclosure such that a portion of the light couples to the enclosure edge and is 
transmitted through the material and/or portion of the light is transmitted across the 
surface of the enclosure, col. 3, line 66 through col. 4, lines 22-26]; 

said illumination significantly altering the surface appearance of said illuminable 
housing such that a significant portion of said illuminable housing itself and not said light 
arrangement provides visual indication of the computer event [These imperfections can 
be introduced deliberately or through inherent properties of the material. Making 
patterns of imperfections on or in the material can create surface lighfing effects. The 
imperfections can be applied to the entire surface of the provide a glowing surface, col. 
3, lines 27-33]. 
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22. As to claim 44, Dowling teaches wherein said computer component is one of 
processor or controller [the circuitry or microprocessor may include a controller 302 to 
provide one or more control signals 304 based at least in part on one or more input 
signals 306A, 306B, 306C, and 306D from the enclosed device or more other devices, 
see fig. 3, col. 3, lines 55-58]; 

23. As to claim 45, Dowling teaches wherein said computer component is one of an 
operating system, utility program or application program [the controller could be any 
type of software process, hardware, col. 3, lines 61-62]. 

24. As to claim 46, Dowling teaches wherein said computer event is one of input data 
or output data [input signals 102 may be generated by a user interface such as button, 
switch, keyboard, mouse..., col. 5, lines 20-25]. 

25. As to claims 47, 48, Dowling teaches wherein said light control signal carries 
illumination characteristics pertaining to the desired light effect that said light 
arrangement is to provide to said illuminate housing [the light system may be 
responding to financial data and a user interface may be used to adjust the settings of 
the illumination, see col. 5, lines 27-29]. 

26. As to claims 49, Dowling teaches wherein said computer system further includes 
a second computer device, the second computer device including a second computer 
component for performing an operation associated with said computer system, and a 
second illuminable housing that encloses the second computer [the enclosure could 
enclose for any type of device such as a desktop computer, mouse, keyboard, printer, 
and speakers, see col. 3, lines 1-10]. 
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27. Claims 50-54 shares the same limitations as those of claims 49 and 43 and 
therefore the rationale for rejection will be the same. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

28. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

29. Claims 20-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dowling in view of Nason et al (newly cited, US 6,018.332) hereinafter Nason. 

30. As to claim 20 . Dowling teaches a method implemented in a computer device for 
extending the feel of a screen display to a housing that surrounds the screen display, 
said method comprising: 

changing the color of one or more regions of the housing based on the color 
indicators of one region of the screen display [multiple pieces of information could be 
provided on different portions of the enclosure as different color. The illumination of the 
device could be sufficient to actually provide a light source for a room or other area, see 
col. 5, lines 2-8] in order to extend the feel of the screen display [Coca-Cola could turn a 
user's enclosure red (or even Coca Cola's specific shade of red) when the user views 
pages posted by Coca-Cola or when ads for Coca-Cola are presented to the user, see 
col. 4, lines 27-30. Thus, the ads "Coca-cola" could turn a user's enclosure red, "Coca- 
cola" is directly displaying on the screen corresponding to the extending the feel of a 
screen display to the housing] to the housing that surrounds the screen display [a color 
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for the enclosure based on the sun^oundings, see col. 4, lines 39-40. The enclosure 
could turn red and If they go up the enclosure could change to blue. The system could 
also be used in conjunction with e-business or Internet advertising allowing an individual 
having a site or advertisement on the Internet to transmit colors they desired the 
enclosure to be, see col. 4, lines 23-26. Thus, the color for the enclosure based on the 
surroundings, the e-business or Internet advertising are directly displaying on the 
screen corresponding to the extending the feel of a screen display to the housing that 
surrounds the screen display as claimed]. 

Accordingly, Dowling teaches all of the claimed limitations, except for sampling a 
plurality of regions of the screen display to acquire color indicators for the plurality of 
regions. 

However, Nason teaches a method of sampling a plurality of regions of the 
screen display to acquire color indicators for the plurality of regions [a method for 
creating and accessing a graphical user interface for displaying borders, the method 
comprising: modifying the graphical user interface in four bar each 20-pixels high/wide 
outside each of the four display edges: a bottom bar 20, a left side bar 34, a right side 
bar 36, and a top bar 38, see fig. 3, col. 3, lines 41-44. Nason further teaches it is well- 
known to specify that the border shall be given any one of six colors, see col. 2, lines 
14-15. Thus, the graphical user interface is directly displaying on the screen]. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to change to implement the cooperation of sampling the 
plurality of border regions of the screen display to acquire color indicators as taught by 
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Nason with the graphical user interface of Dowling in order to achieve the benefit of 
allow other companies to offer primary user interface programs to users without the user 
going through a Microsoft controlled user interface (see Nason, col. 1 , lines 24-26) and 
adding the user interlace border beyond the standard screen display area (see Nason, 
col. 1 , lines 58-59). 

31 . As to claim 21 , Dowling teaches a method as recited in claim 20, the housing of 
the computing device includes a plurality of light elements within the housing of the 
computing device, and wherein said illuminating operates to drive the light elements to 
illuminate the plurality of the regions of the housing of the computing device [The 
method of claim 74, wherein the act a4) Includes an act of: indicating representations of 
multiple pieces of information received by the computer on different portions of the 
enclosure, claim 75, col. 11]. 

32. As to claim 22, the combination of Dowling with Nason teaches wherein each of 
the plurality of regions on the screen display that are sampled corespond to one of the 
light elements [the system could be used in conjunction with e-business or Internet 
advertising allowing an individual having a site or advertisement on the Internet to 
transmit colors they desired the enclosure to be, see Dowling, col. 4, lines 23-27. A 
display modifies the graphical user interface in four bar each 20-pixels high/wide outside 
each of the four display edges: a bottom bar 20, a left side bar 34, a right side bar 36, 
and a top bar 38, see Nason, fig. 3, col. 3. lines 41-44]. 

33. As to claim 23, the combination of Dowling with Nason teaches a method as 
recited in claim 21 , wherein the plurality of regions on the display screen are associated 
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with a configuration [A display modifies the graphical user interface in four bar each 20- 
pixels high/wide outside each of the four display edges: a bottom bar 20, a left side bar 
34, a right side bar 36, and a top bar 38, see Nason, fig. 3, col. 3, lines 41-44. Nason 
further teaches it is well-known to specify that the border shall be given any one of six 
colors, see col. 2, lines 14-15], and wherein the plurality of the regions of the housing 
being illuminated are associated with the configuration [multiple pieces of information 
could be provided on different portions of the enclosure as different color. The 
illumination of the device could be sufficient to actually provide a light source for a room 
or other area, see Dowling, col. 5, lines 2-8]. 

34. As to claim 24, the combination of Dowling with Nason teaches a method as 
recited in claim 21 , wherein the plurality of regions on the screen display are arranged in 
a first configuration, and wherein the plurality of the regions of the housing of the 
computing device are substantially an^anged in the first configuration [With the former 
arrangement, the computer could change colors as the result of the computer receiving 
email or other information, or could change colors with regard to system activity, for 
instance a busy computer could be red while a ready computer was green. For 
example, if stock prices fall according to a particular website or websites, the enclosure 
could turn red and if they go up the enclosure could change to blue. The system could 
also be used in conjunction with e-business or Internet advertising allowing an individual 
having a site or advertisement on the Internet to transmit colors they desired the 
enclosure to be, see Dowling, col. 4, lines 13-26. Nason teaches a display modifies the 
graphical user interface in four bar each 20-pixels high/wide outside each of the four 
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display edges: a bottom bar 20, a left side bar 34, a right side bar 36, and a top bar 38, 
see Nason, fig. 3, col. 3, lines 41-44. Nason further teaches it is well-known to specify 
that the border shall be given any one of six colors, see col. 2, lines 14-15]. Thus, the 
email and other information/display borders are directly displaying to change color red 
and green in conjunction with the enclosure could turn red and blue as claimed. 

35. Claim 25 shares the same limitations as those of claim 24 and therefore the 
rationale for rejection will be the same. 

36. Claims 26-28 share the same limitations as those of claims 5 and 13 and 
therefore the rationale for rejection will be the same. 

37. As to claim 29, Dowling teaches a method as recited in claim 28, wherein the 
housing of the computing device houses at least the screen display at a front portion 
thereof, and wherein the plurality of regions of the housing being illuminated are 
provided on a rear portion of the housing of the computing device [The LEDs can also 
be arranged to back light the enclosure or a surface behind the enclosure. Back lighting 
can achieve the same effects as edge lighting, or different effects could be achieved if a 
panel within the enclosure was backlit. The LEDs could be arranged to direct the 
emitted light at any direction at or near the enclosure to provide illumination of the 
enclosure. They could also be an-anged to project patterns or symbols onto the 
enclosure. In one embodiment, the LEDs (or other lighting system) are disposed within 
the enclosure, col. 3, lines 34-43]. 

38. Claims 30 and 31 shares the same limitations as those of claim 14 and therefore 
the rationale for rejection will be the same. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

39. Claims 32-38 are allowed. 

40. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The Instant application is directed to an nonobvious improvement over the 
invention described in Pat. No. 6,888,322 to Dowling et al. and Pat. No. 6,608,996 to 
Laurikka. The improvement comprises a method of extending the feel of a display 
screen to a housing that surrounds the display screen, the housing being separated into 
a plurality of independent illuminable zones, each of the zones having a light element 
that is disposed inside the housing in the areas of the illuminate zone, said method 
comprising: illuminating the illuminable zones of the housing based the color indicators 
of the regions associated therewith, the illumination being provided by light from the 
light element of the particular illuminable zone, the illumination colorizing the illuminable 
zone of the housing in conjunction with the color of the associated region of said 
extending the feel of the said display screen, as recited in claim 32. A method for 
illuminating a housing of a computing system, the computing system having a screen 
display, said method comprising: colorizing the illuminable regions of the housing in 
accordance with the acquired color indicators mapped thereto in order to extend the feel 
of the screen display to the housing, said colorizing including illuminating the illuminable 
regions with light from one or more light elements located at each of the illuminable 
regions of the housing, as recited in daim 34. This patentable distinction is included in 
all independent claims 32 and 34. 
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Response to Arguments 

41 . Applicant's arguments filed 09/23/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues features in independent claims 1, 20, 39 and 43 that 
are newly recited. Thus, new grounds of rejection have been used. See the rejections 
above. 

Conclusion 

42. Applicant's submission of an information disclosure statement under 37 CFR 
1 .97(c) with the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(p) on 09/23/2005 and 10/27/2005 
prompted the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, 
THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 609.04(b). Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

43. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin M. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7697. The examiner can normally be reached on MON-THU from 9:00-6:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick N. Edouard can be reached on 571-272-7603. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the Patent Application Information Retrieval system, see 
http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 



Kevin M. Nguyen 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2674 
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December 2, 2005 




